
 

 

Newsletter    December  2020/January 2021 

From the Board: The new BICAS Board in November covered much ground on their first 

meeting last month. This included a review of changes to the Associations Incorporations Act 

and reviewing the Strategic Plan, including Policies & Procedures documents. Both these may 

sound very dry for an Arts Centre to contemplate, but they are essential for the smooth and 

proper running of our beautiful facility and we are thankful for the expertise of those who 

will oversee these. 

The Board also heard of several Council works completed and to be done soon, namely 
repairing and replacing front downpipes, external barge boards in the back gallery and wood 
rot in the pottery courtyard. We also plan to cool down the Café deck with a new insulated 
roof – a welcome change now that summer heat has hit. 
 
We were grateful to learn that Busy Fingers will fund the $16,213 cost of new carpet for 
Matthew Flinders Gallery and $5000 for electrical wiring for the Potters studio courtyard, 
housing the kilns. How great they are as a community benefactor! Please remember them 
with your donations of resaleable second-hand items. 
 
Noting visitor stats over the past three months, we have decided to synchronize the Sunday 
closing time for the Café with the Centre’s in 2021 – coming back from 2pm to 1pm.  
The Board also approved closing the Arts Centre for the Christmas break from 4pm 
December 23 until 9am January 5, 2021. 
As we bring this momentous year of 2020 to a close, we are thankful the horrors of COVID 19 
pandemic missed us, that we learned and changed with new health and safety rules and 
have continued to thrive under them. We remain very grateful for the work, love and 
enthusiasm our BICAS volunteers give here – and how they stepped up to challenges this 
year.  
We, Carolyn, Steph, Sue, Di, Alex, Ange & Lynne, wish members, artists and all who come, 
work and play here a joyful Christmas and a safe, happy and creative holiday season. May 
those who have been forced apart from families and loved ones, take joy in reuniting with 
them as the borders fall. 

……………………………………………………………………… 

BICAS On-line shop now open! 
Our ON-LINE STORE features BICAS 

members’ works in an eclectic mix of 

creative works, capturing the spirit and 

vibrancy of creativity on Bribie & 

surrounds. More Page 2:  

 



 

 

2. 

BICAS On-Line Shop Open 

(cont.)   

It’s another way we connect talented 

painters, jewellers, resin workers, 

printmakers and textile crafters to 

their market. See this link for 

browsing and buying   

https://www.bribieartscentre.com.au/online-store  

If you're an artisan, maker, creative or similar, we'd love to hear from you. Our on-Line 

store is always expanding. Email Steph White on events@bribieartscentre.com.au 

 

Exhibitions 
Look at these wonderful exhibitions in the Matthew Flinders 
Gallery this month and next. 
 

December 1 - December 12 
Colourful Bold & Beautiful with Helen Macdonald, 

Graham 
Davies & 
Colin Van 
Kruining. 
A trio of 
versatile 
and stunning talent presents 
their bright, stunning works. 

 
 
 

December 15 – January 24  
Life’s a Beach     Members exhibition 

Featuring a world of things that make beach 
living special. The water, waterside, sea views, 
breezes, games, activities and general air or 
relaxation all make for one swell life on Bribie. 

https://www.bribieartscentre.com.au/online-store
mailto:events@bribieartscentre.com.au


 

 

 

3. 

Exhibitions  more 
 
January 27 – February 28 

Showcase 2021 
 
Catch this truly spectacular array 
featuring the variety and quality 
of work created by the artists in 
all the Working Together Groups 
who meet weekly at the Arts 
Centre studios. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

4. 

Workshops 
There’s never a shortage of new and different things to learn in our many 
stimulating weekend workshops, led by fun, generous and talented tutors. 
For this month and the early months of 2021, the line-up looks impressive.  
And holiday classes for the kids… Be quick! Places are limited.  
 
Two great ACRYLIC POURING teachers  

here: 
Robin Jensen 
 
 
Sunday 
December 6: 
(booked out)  

 

Robin’s next workshop 
Sunday January 17, 2021 
10am – 3pm. $75pp 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sabine Shintararose 

 
Saturday December 12: 
9am – 1pm. $55  

Saturday January 23, 2021, 9am – 1pm. $55 
Acrylic Pouring Fun Workshop 

Express your inner child! Learn the basics of acrylic pouring  

Inquiries re materials required and bookings at https://www.shintararose.com 

or phone Sabine 

(ShintaraRose Art) 0457 

982 208  

 

https://www.shintararose.com/


 

 

5. 

          Workshops 

MONDAY January 4 & SATURDAY 

January 9, 2021: Children’s 2-day Art 

Classes with Sabine Von Graz 

Ph 0414 872 118 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

6. 

Workshops 

SATURDAY February 13, 2021; 9am – 4pm 

Join Todd Whisson   

   teaching the use of  

Spontaneous, Loose Palette Knife 

In this relaxed and friendly workshop, 

artists are encouraged to explore & express loose, spontaneous mark-

making, reflective of their own personality. You’ll be guided using 

Todd’s* simplification approach with palette knife & scrapers to 

describe subjects, colour & edges. 

Learn to paint landscapes & seascapes 

with dramatic skies, mountains, trees 

with incredible colour and vibrant 

water.    

*Todd will demonstrate in oils, but 

artists are welcome to use oil or 

acrylic. 

COST: $85 BICAS members; $95 Non-Members. Book on the BICAS website  

https://www.bribieartscentre.com.au/book-a-workshop or at the Arts Centre Ph 3408 

9288 

Places strictly limited.** Materials list provided. 

___________________ 

 

 

Need one of these mats? 

 

for a laugh..  

https://www.bribieartscentre.com.au/book-a-workshop


 

 

Around the Centre  7. 

 

Another busy 

month of fun 

with members 

and friends 

around the Arts 

Centre to show 

you.  

Trish Reust’s and 

Todd Whisson’s 

workshops were 

big hits;  Ikigai and 

Art Tarts 

exhibitions drew 

great crowds; we 

said goodbye to 

two lovely 

volunteers, Marg 

Henry & Kai Owa; 

Leadlight /glass 

artist Prim Rogers-

Walker performed 

the paper ribbon-

cutting and the 

first flush of the 

new toilets;  and 

author Howard 

Kennedy launched 

his first book, “Mr 

Leaf’s Dream’’.  

Todd Whisson’s palette knife 

workshop was a buzz. 

Multimedia artist Trish 

Reust kept her students 

enthralled. 

Sad to say goodbye to our 

lovely front desk supervisor 

MARG HENRY, (left) enjoying a 

farewell cuppa with desk 

volunteer SANDRA WINTON.  

We’ll miss bubbly volunteer KAI 

OWA at Cafe 191, now this young 

exchange student has left us to 

return to Japan. KAY KOINA enjoys a 

last giggle at Kai’s farewell morning 

tea. 



 

 

8. 

Around the Centre 

…more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pearls and gloves were the order of the day 

when leadlight/glass artist PRIM ROGERS-

WALKER did the honours of ribbon (toilet 

paper) cutting and first flush at the new studio 

toilets. It was a looong wait, as the final fittings 

were delayed by trade shortages. The toilets 

were renovated with a MBRC COVID Recovery 

grant. 

Local author HOWARD KENNEDY 

launched his delightful children’s 

book “Mr Leaf’s Dream’’ in Cafe 191 

before a crowd of family and friends. 

The book, aimed at children 6+, has a 

universal message for young and old: 

follow your dream and don’t give up 

when the going gets tough. It’s on 

sale at the Arts Centre for $19.95. 

CAP group fun with 

tongs ‘n’ thongs at 

their Christmas 

break-up. Tina 

Galloway was 

crowned the 

winner.  

Theresa Kendall 

kindly made this 

bright beachy 

cushion for Cafe 

191. 



 

 

9. 

Cafe 191 

Cafe 191 continues to 

bustle and boom, with 

many new and returning 

patrons filling the deck 

and courtyard. Now that 

COVID spacing restriction 

have eased, more and 

more groups are meeting 

to enjoy the coffee, cakes 

and ambience. Book a 

table now for your pre 

Christmas gathering on 

0491 344 135. 

It’s easy to see why it’s a 

favourite stop on the 

island for thirsty art-loving customers. Corey’s coffee, home-

baked treats and delicious meals hit the spot.  

His job has been made easier lately with a spanking new deep 

fryer. And, of course, he has a 

gang of tremendous volunteer 

kitchen helpers on hand. 

Popular piano man Ed A’Bear 

has returned to keep everyone 

in tune on weekends. He’ll be 

back on Saturday December 19, 11am – 1pm. Corey’s 

November Steakburger and chips special was so popular, 

he’s continuing it through 

December. Picture says 1000 

words: $20 er  

CAFE 191 will close for Christmas break at 1pm on 

Sunday December 20 and reopen 9am January 5, 2021. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

10. 

Volunteer of the Month 

SUE LAKOWSKA  Cafe 191 

Why do you volunteer at the Arts Centre? 
When my husband and I sold our Bed & Breakfast in 
Mission Beach and retired to Bribie, I always intended to 
find part-time work, but that didn't happen. So as a 
means of having a life outside of where I live, I decided to 
do volunteer work, finding the Arts Centre and getting 
such a good feeling when I first walked in, made up my 
mind that it was the place for me. 
 
What do you do at the Arts Centre? 
I found my niche in Cafe 191, where I, along with the 
other lovely volunteers, help Corey the chef.  I generally 
help with the serving and preparation of cakes and 

toasted sandwiches and under Corey's guidance I am learning to cook and serve the 
lunchtime menu. Hopefully very soon, I'll be let loose on the "big scary, shiny, hissing 
monster", that is the “coffee machine". 
 
What do you like about volunteering at the Arts Centre? 
I like the lovely setting of the cafe, the ever-changing art in the galleries, and most of all, I 
like the opportunity it offers to get out, meet new people and feel part of a community.  
 
Why would you recommend others to volunteer at the Arts Centre? 
I would recommend anyone do volunteer work. Before moving to Bribie, I volunteered at 
the Mission Beach Visitor Information Centre for 14 years. I never would have met and 
made the friends that I did, or done some of the amazing things I did with them.  
Anyone who has a few hours to spare can benefit from volunteering, especially at the Arts 
Centre. Everyone there makes you feel part of something, and the beautiful surroundings 
are a pleasure to be in. We also have lots of fun and laughs. 
Do you practise art yourself? 
Whether or not I'm artistic is yet to be discovered and put into practice. -
_________________________________________________ 

Lola is 90  Long-standing and beloved BICAS 

Thursday painter LOLA WATTS is 90 this month and to 
celebrate and honour her, BICAS will host a morning tea 
at the Centre on Thursday .December 17 at 10am. Please 
RSVP on 3408 288 or at the front desk if you’d like to 
attend 

 
 



 

 

11. 
 

Members reminder  
Changeover date for art is February 9. 

 Have your paperwork in by January 31. 
 
 

 

Artist of the Month        LESLEE SWALLOW 

Leslee Swallow has lived on Bribie Island for 11 years and fiercely loves its vibrant colours, 

and the sea with its endless silky movement. The colours and 

moods are often reflected in her work. 

She’s attracted to all things in nature as a source for inspiration, 

trees, rocks, leaves, insects, animals and even some humans.  

Anything quirky appeals to her and her paintings often evolve this 

way.  

She started painting at the 

Launceston School of Art, where she 

gained a Diploma of Visual Arts. She 

taught at Bribie U3A for about six 

years and has also taught children, loving to watch big and 

small students discover their inner Rembrandt or Picasso. 

Meet Leslee and hear her talk about her work over morning 

tea at the Arts Centre at 10.30am Friday, December 11. Please 

RSVP on 3408 9288 for catering, as places are limited.   

JANUARY Artist will be CORINNE PURCELL 

Time spent exploring the great 

outdoors has been greatly valued 

throughout Corinne’s life. She says 

it creates a calm within that helps 

inspire her to create. She works in 

many mediums and enjoys mixing 

things up. Her latest love is resin, which will feature in 

her January display.  Corinne’s morning tea and talk will 

be 10.30am Friday January 15, 2021. RSVP 3408 9288 for catering please. 



 

 

12. 

5 Things I Love about Bribie  

CHRIS MILES 

Artist Contemporary Arts Practices group  
Volunteer Café 191 
1. I love driving across the bridge because I know I am 
home. 
2. The magical walks along the surf beach at Woorim. 
3. The easy access to Brisbane and university.  
4. The people I have met who enriched my life, 
questioned my beliefs and made me laugh. 
5. Most of all I love the Community Arts Centre and 
everything it offers to the people lucky enough to be 
associated with it. I appreciate all the opportunities it gives 

me and the community to further our interests 

 

Dates to Remember DECEMBER & JANUARY 

December 1: Artist of the month Leslee Swallow 

December 1: Colourful Bold and Beautiful exhibition opens Matthew Flinders Gallery 

December 11, 10.30am:  Artist of the Month morning tea with Leslee Swallow  

December 12, 9am – 1pm; Acrylic Pouring workshop with Sabine Shintararose 

December 15: Life’s a Beach exhibition opens Matthew Flinders Gallery 

December 20, 1pm:  Cafe 191 closes for Christmas break 

December 23, 4pm: Arts Centre closes for Christmas break 

January 4, 9am – 11am: Children’s Art Class day 1 with Sabine Von Graz 

January 5, 2021 9am: Arts Centre and Cafe 191 reopen 

January 9, 9am – 11am: Children’s Art Class day 2 with Sabine Von Graz 

January 15, 10.30am Artist of the Month morning tea with Corinne Purcell 

January 17, 10am – 3pm:  Acrylic pouring workshop with Robin Jensen 

January 23, 9am – 1pm: Acrylic Pouring workshop with Sabine Shintararose  

January 25: BICAS Showcase exhibition opens in Matthew Flinders Gallery 


