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FROM THE BOARD 

Please LIKE The Bribie Island Community Arts 
Centre on Facebook and  

SHARE our Facebook posts among your 
friends and contacts. 

Welcome to the June/July 

2021 Newsletter from your  

recently re-elected Chairman.   

We had a great turn out for the 

AGM last month.  All the board 

members who put their hands 

up, were returned and I’m 

pleased to welcome our new 

secretary, Rosalind Doyle.  

Ros has been a valuable     

admin help at the Centre for 

the past year and learnt the 

ropes very quickly, so I am 

sure she will fill the role    

beautifully. 

 Former secretary Di Carr    

remains on the board,     

thankfully. It’s also great to 

have back Alex Ferguson,  

Sue Davy, Steph White and 

Ange Venardos. 

Much-needed maintenance 

around the Centre will be one 

of our first priorities at the first 

meeting of the new Board this 

month.  Payment of necessary 

requests and needs for the 

potters will be made shortly, 

and the new roof for Café 191 

will be done as soon as      

possible.  

Please keep your eyes and 

ears out for upcoming events 

– particularly during the time of 

the Matthew Flinders Art Prize 

in July. There’s be a fun    

clothing Swap afternoon and a 

concert with the Gallery     

singers. Both will be ticketed 

so be quick to book as      

numbers will be limited.  

And speaking of MFAP, hope 

you are getting your entries 

ready, as this signature event 

for the Arts Centre is keenly 

anticipated after a two-year 

hiatus.  

The gallery exhibitions        

continue to enchant with every 

change and our painting 

changeover and clever 3D  

display team ensure the view 

inside the gift shop is an      

inviting, fresh and varied     

delight for returning visitors as 

well as first-timers. 

Café 191 is bustling and its 

popularity is testimony that 

customers wanting something 

hot and delicious every day of 

the week. 

Happy creating. 

Madame Chairman 

Carolyn Wheeler 



 

Now in its 23rd year, the Matthew Flinders Art 

Prize remains an open prize exhibition, with no 

set categories.  

Artists may create in any media (except video).  

All details are on the entry form which can be 

downloaded from the Bribie Island Community 

Arts Centre’s website  or collected at the Arts 

Centre 191 Sunderland Drive Banksia Beach, 

Tuesday to Saturday 9am – 4pm and Sundays 

9am – 1pm. Phone 07 3408 9288. 

Entry date is Saturday June 26. Early birds who 

enter by June 19 save $5 per entry.  

July 10 is the delivery date to the Arts Centre. 

The entry fee is $35 per piece with a maximum of 

two artworks each.  

Gala Opening night for the event in the Matthew 

Flinders Gallery is Friday July 16, with the 

exhibition running until August 7.  

The first prize is $5000, second prize is $2000. 

There are two Highly Commended prizes of $500, 

a $500 People’s Choice prize and for the first 

time,  a $500 BICAS Members prize.  

Organising committee chairman Stephanie White 

said the MFAP event grew incrementally each 

year and, despite the interruption by Covid in 

2020 cancelling the event, 2021 looked to be on 

track to follow the event’s flourishing trend.  

It is a welcome gathering point and focus for local 

and visiting artists from around the region and 

interstate.  

We are thrilled these locals threw their support 

behind the event this year, after what was a 

challenging 2020 for many businesses. 

Gold Sponsors: 

Hans Electrical 

Ali King, ALP member for Pumicestone 

Caboolture Sports Club 

Mckenzie Aged Care Group 

Fast Carpets Caboolture 

Silver Sponsors 

Browns Mitre 10 

GemLife 

Bribie Surf Life Saving Club 

First National Real Estate Bribie Island 

Bongaree Pet Foods 

Traditional Funerals 

We also acknowledge the great support of the 

Moreton Bay Reginal Council, Waterways 

Motel Bribie and Victory Press. 
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We’re waiting to be surprised and delighted by your MFAP entries 
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MATTHEW FLINDERS GALLERY 
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TEXTILES EXHIBITIONTEXTILES EXHIBITIONTEXTILES EXHIBITION   
Matthew Flinders Gallery 

Bribie Island Community Arts Centre 

June 1 – 13, 2021 

The nine exhibiting artists of the Textile Art Group are Brenda Wood, Bernardine Hine, Sue 
Dennis, Sue Duffy, Di Flint, Jan Strudwick Rosemary McCall, Fran Robinson and                      

Alison Charlton.   

Textile Art Group, which was formed in the 80s, has, over the years had multiple exhibitions in the 
Brisbane & Moreton Bay regions, however this is the first time the group will be exhibiting at 

Bribie Island. Each of our members have their own particular areas of interest in textiles.  

They all focus on pushing the boundaries of textiles as a fine art medium, while creating    
thoughtful and intriguing pieces that stand on their own artistic merit.                                         

This is a one-off exhibition, and includes the works of two new members.  

Our theme, “The Nature of Thread” explores the topic of nature in the artists’ works, as well 
as exploring the nature of textiles itself, when being used to create fine art. 
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 MATTHEW FLINDERS GALLERY 
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AROUND THE CENTRE 

MEMBERS AT THE AGM AND ENJOYING A CUPPA AFTERWARDS 

SOME OF THE AMAZING CLAY CREATIONS FROM JANA’S WORKSHOP 

MOSAIC CLASS AT WORK 
POTTERS NEW SIGN 

HAT FELTING WITH GAIL 

PAINT N SIP WITH 

CORRINE 



New Working Together Group started here this month called Tactile Textiles. 

Organisers Jenny Drever and Storme Sheldon-Collins (pictured) were thrilled 
with the first turnout of new members and delighted it coincided with the    
opening of the Textile Art Group’s The Nature of Thread exhibition in the    
Matthew Flinders Gallery, which will run until June 13. 

Artist Noeline Machan, who was part of a similar group in Yeppoon, initiated 
the  BICAS group and is a fellow leader. 

  

NORM THORLEY, 76, has been a resident of Bribie Island since 1993, relocating from 
Brisbane for a quieter life and to concentrate on his art in retirement. 

His interest in drawing began around the age of 5, copying the animated figures in the 
Little Golden Books and keeping a little sketch book and pencil with him wherever he 
went.  As time went by, he entered art shows and enrolled in a Commercial Art Course 
by correspondence at the Melbourne Institute of Art. 

He was a Government apprentice signwriter and on finishing his apprenticeship, went 
out on his own. His art progressed in his spare time and eventually he applied to food companies’ 
marketing departments, advertising and designing their products. 

His crowning glory was the advertising for the Tiny Teddys biscuits for     
Arnott’s. 

In retirement, he concentrates on 
all forms of art and mediums. He 
has entered numerous art        
competitions and has sold many 
works to Canada, England and all 
around Australia. 

Meet Norm here to hear his art 
story over morning tea on  

Friday June 11. Book for catering 
please, on 3408 9288.  
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JUNE ARTIST OF THE MONTH     NORM THORLEY 

AROUND THE CENTRE 
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If .  

Art can be found in many guises and come from necessity or play. 

African houses made from plastic bottles. 

What  way to reduce landfill !!! 



Workshops 
Page 10 



 

Page 11 

 



Page 12 

 

Why do you volunteer at the Arts 
Centre? 
I have always worked in a service 
industry during my working life 
(Pharmacy & Social Work) and now 
enjoy contributing to a variety of   
community organisations such as 
BICAS. I volunteer once a month at 
the Arts Centre on the front desk as I 
live in Caloundra. I think that BICAS 
organisation has achieved amazing 
things during its lifetime, which is only 
made possible by all the very        
dedicated people who support it; and 
I am in awe of those members who 
devote so much time each week. 
 
What do you do at the Arts Centre? 
I work on the front desk as a volun-
teer under a much wiser Supervisor.  
On the front desk, I am continually 
amazed at the variety of questions 
and requests that come in about a 
hugely diverse range of topics, be it 
‘what is the current exhibition about?’, 
or ‘do we know of someone who does 
picture framing?’ or ‘can I book in a 
bus load of people who want to have 
morning tea at the café?’ Hence the 
need for a wise Supervisor!  
 
                                                     

What do you like about volunteer-
ing at the Arts Centre? 
I enjoy being able to contribute to the 
day to day practical functioning of the 
Centre and in so doing  supporting 
fellow craftspeople and artists in their 
artistic journey. I have been selling 
my creations through the Bribie  
Community Arts Centre for about 10 
years, and appreciate that there is 
such a place as BICAS to do that.  In 
my travels, I have found that there 
are very limited venues in S E 
Queensland of the calibre of BICAS 
that enables art and craft people to 
sell their amazing work. 
 
Why would you recommend others 
to volunteer at the Arts Centre? 
Community volunteers are a vital and 
necessary part of our community, and 
allow us to enjoy a diverse range of 
services and activities, that we other-
wise would not have. Volunteers   
often become ‘the glue’ that hold a 
community together, thereby           
enriching that community and        
individual lives and lifestyles. I see 
volunteering at BICAS is a way to 
give back to ‘community’ and an   
opportunity to make new friends and 
broaden artistic interests.  

 
Do you practise art yourself? 
I make beaded jewellery necklaces, 
earrings and bracelets from all      
different materials.  
I started making gemstone jewellery 
for myself a long time ago, but started 
amassing too many pieces - a bit like 
being in an old-fashioned lolly shop. 
So then I needed to find an outlet to 
sell my creations, so that I could   
continue to ‘play’ with the different 
textures and colours of the many 
types of bead available! 

Winter special for JUNE is 

Thai green chicken curry with 
steamed rice 

$20 

And Corey always has delicious 
soups every day, of varying     

flavours. 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH    JOYCE DAVIES    Front Desk 



What You’ve Always Wanted to Know About: 
We’re very pleased to start information sessions at the Arts Centre on Saturdays. 

These are scheduled for 11am, are FREE and open to all. 
But RSVP on 3408 9288 is essential as spaces are limited. 

 
The first of these is  

CARTOONING 
 

11am SATURDAY June 19                   
“Leahy’s Cartoon History of Current Events” 

 
Sean Leahy, former daily and now Saturday cartoonist at The Courier-Mail, will talk and             

demonstrate on the art of cartooning. 
Meet Sean, watch him work, ask him about where his ideas come from and learn some          

techniques and tips. 
Bookings essential on 3408 9288 

 

 

  

 
 

 

11am SATURDAY July 3 

GEMS & FOSSICKING 
Arts Centre Gift Shop  

 
Meet members of the Bribie Fossicking Club and “get your rocks off’’ hearing how to rec-
ognise gems and stones, what are the various types and  the art of faceting, polishing and 

fashioning into jewellery. 
Ask anything you always wanted to know about these topics. 

 
What exactly do gemmies do? 

What exactly is a gem? 

How do they differ from good to great? 

How do you recognise one when fossicking? 

What’s involved in the lapidary crafts of cabochoning, faceting, casting and silversmith-
ing? 

Hear the Bribie Gem & Fossicking Club members Phil Connolly, Kerrie Western and Barry 
Anderson explain these and other aspects of this fascinating hobby – and livelihood. 

Stay on for a cuppa afterwards at our Cafe 191. 
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JUNE 1-13: Textile Art Group exhibition       

Matthew Flinders Gallery 

JUNE 5: Paint ‘n’ Sip with Corinne Purcell 

JUNE 5: Eclectica 6 exhibition Matthew      

Flinders Gallery 

JUNE 6: 9am Skins jewellery workshop with 

Robin Jensen 

JUNE 11: 10.30am: Artist of the Month morning 

tea with Norm Thorley 

JUNE 12: 9am Acrylic pouring workshop with 

Sabine Shintararose 

JUNE 13:  10am Alcohol Ink workshop with 

Robin Jensen 

JUNE 19: Early Bird entries closing date  

Matthew Flinders Art Prize 

JUNE 19: 11am Cartooning history talk with 

Sean Leahy 

JUNE 20: 10am Acrylic Pour workshop with 

Robin Jensen 

JUNE 24: 8.30am: Guided Bicentennial tracks 

Bush walk with Allan Carr  

JUNE 26: 9am Acrylic pouring workshop with 

Sabine Shintararose 

JUNE 26: Entries closing date Matthew     

Flinders Art Prize 

JULY 1: 6pm Animation course with Artaze 

starts 

JULY 3: 2pm Paint ’n’ Sip with Corinne Purcell 

JULY 8: 8.30am: Guided Bicentennial tracks 

Bush walk with Allan Carr  

JULY 8: 6pm Animation course with Artaze  

JULY 10: Matthew Flinders Art Prize works 

delivered to the Arts Centre 

JULY 15:  6pm Animation course with Artaze  

JULY 16: 6pm Opening night MATTHEW 

FLINDERS ART PRIZE  

JULY 17: 9am Acrylic pouring workshop with 

Sabine Shintararose 

JULY 20: 6pm Mosaics course with Maria 

starts 

JULY 22:  6pm Animation course with Artaze  

JULY 24: 4pm Swap Til You Drop event  

JULY 25: 2pm Gallery Singers 

21
st

 anniversary concert  Arts Centre court-

yard.  

JULY 27: 6pm Mosaics with Maria course 

JULY 29: 6pm Animation course with Artaze  

JULY 31: 9am Acrylic pouring workshop with 
Sabine Shintararose 

5 Things I Love About Bribie 
Trish Elboz                   Front Desk Supervisor 

1. I Love the friendly people 

2. I love that everything I need is available on Bribie so no need to go 
over the bridge (if I don't want to) 

3. I love that Bribie is close enough to Brisbane & the Sunshine Coast 
for other events if I want  

4. I love the fact that there is a beautiful beach one side and the  
amazing waterway of the Pumicestone Passage on the other 

5. I love the holiday atmosphere 

Dates to remember JUNE & JULY       
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